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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 42.143 

§ 42.143 Operating Characteristic (OC) 
curves for on-line sampling and in-
spection. 

(a) This section contains the Oper-
ating Characteristic (OC) curve for 
each of the on-line cumulative sum 
sampling plans provided in subpart D. 
The OC curve and the corresponding 
cumulative sum sampling plans are 
listed by AQL. 

(b) Different plan parameters used to 
make acceptance and rejection deci-
sions are provided for each AQL. 

(c) The curves show the ability of the 
various cumulative sum sampling plans 
to distinguish between good and bad 
portions of production. The interpreta-
tion of these curves for portions of pro-
duction is similar to the interpretation 
of the OC curves for stationary lots as 
illustrated in § 42.140(c). 
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REDUCED, NORMAL AND TIGHTENED INSPECTION PLANS—–CUMULATIVE SUM SAMPLING PLANS AND 
OPERATING CHARACTERISTIC (OC) CURVES FOR AQL=0.25 DEFECTS PER HUNDRED UNITS 

[Sampling plans—AQL=0.25] 

Identification name of OC curves 

Reduced Normal Tightened 

ng T L S ng T L S ng T L S 

13 0 0 0 25 0.05 0.95 0.35 50 0.1 0.9 0.3 

ng=Number of sample units in a subgroup. T=Subgroup tolerance. L=Acceptance limit. S=Starting value. 
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REDUCED, NORMAL, AND TIGHTENED INSPECTION PLANS—CUMULATIVE SUM SAMPLING PLANS AND 
OPERATING CHARACTERISTIC (OC) CURVES FOR AQL=1.5 DEFECTS PER HUNDRED UNITS 

[Sampling plans—AQL=1.5] 

Identification name of OC curves 

Reduced Normal Tightened 

ng T L S ng T L S ng T L S 

13 0.5 0.5 0 25 0.5 2 1 50 0.8 1.6 0.4 

ng=Number of sample units in a subgroup. T=Subgroup tolerance. L=Acceptance limit. S=Starting value. 
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REDUCED, NORMAL, AND TIGHTENED INSPECTION PLANS—CUMULATIVE SAMPLING PLANS AND 
OPERATING CHARACTERISTIC (OC) CURVES FOR AQL=6.5 DEFECTS PER HUNDRED UNITS 

[Sampling Plans—AQL=6.5] 

Identification name of OC curves 

Reduced Normal Tightened 

ng T L S ng T L S ng T L S 

13 1 2 1 25 2 3 1 50 2.5 3 1 

ng=Number of sample units in a subgroup. T=Subgroup tolerance. L=Acceptance limit. S=Starting value. 

[45 FR 69424; Oct. 21, 1980. Redesignated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 
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